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toises in captivity was in 1970-71.
The f1rst hatchlings reared in the
center were repatriated to Españo-
la (at El Caco) in 1975 (Fig. 1).
Thus the oldest repatriates were
nearly 20 years old in November
1990. The two females that
showed evidence of having nest-
ed (Nos. 57 and 61) are both from
the 1973-74 cohort, and were re-
patriated to El Caco in March
1978. They were nearly 17 years
old when theynested. Whetheror
not their nests are successful will
be determined at the end of the in-
cubation season. Based on the
November 1990 observations, Es-
pañola tortoises first reproduce
between the ages of 16 and 19
years.
The breeding, rearing, and repatriation program
of the GNPS and the CDRS has been very successful
in increasing the threatened tortoise populations to a
level of security. Rowever, until the repatriated tor-
toises begin to successfullyreproduce on theirislands
of origin, the ultimate success of the program is not
assured. Although the only hatchlings found had
been eaten by hawks, their appearance on Española
is a major indicator of the ultimate success of this
long-term program and the possibility exists that oth-
er young have escaped the notice of hawks and
scientists alike.
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REVIEW: PORTRAITS OF GALAPAGOS
Authored By: Tui De Roy and Mark Jones
Published 1990, First Edition, 98 pages, Imprents Mariscal, Quito, Ecuador.
Reviewed By: Gay Ver Steeg
This new "coffee-table" volume of photographs
of the animals of Galápagos is a sensitive effort by
Tui De Roy and Mark Jones, both permanent resi-
dents of Galápagos. It is primarily a photographic
collection of close-ups by species of the most com-
mon land animal s (various birds, giant tortoises, land
iguanas, and lizards) and sea animals (marine igua-
nas, sea lions, fur seals, sperm whales, harnmerhead
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sharks, rays, crabs, and sea turtles) found in Galápa-
gos. The book does not cover the fish (except for one
shark and one ray), plants, or landscape of Galápa-
gos. This book is not and does not c1aim to be a "field
guide." The focus of the book is well stated in the
title: Portraits ofGalápagos.
The authors chose over 100 finely detailed photo-
graphs to demonstrate their captivation with the
animals of the Islands. They obviously know their
subject and have had the time to capture the rare
moments. The layout is appealing, with coordinating
colors on most of the pages and frequent use of effec-
tive borders. The photographs flow harmoniously
fram page to page; the book is not a jumble of indi-
vidual images as some photographic essays are. Only
occasionally does a photograph seemill-chosen (such
as one of the flamingos which has a somewhat dis-
tracting landscape). The quality ofthe paper seems
to have slightly affected the brilliance of the photo-
graphs, but this would not keep me fram buying the
book, especially at the current price.
The book contains an introduction which empha-
sizes the impact Galápagos seems to have on all who
venture there. We are given a brief insight into the
philosophy of the authors as it relates to their expe-
riences in Galápagos. Tui has lived in Galápagos
since the age of two and Mark has lived there for
about 10 years.
The table of contents contains a descriptive para-
graph about each species to go along with the
corresponding section of photographs. Each para-
graph contains pertinent and memorable information
about each animal. And for those who wish to know
more about each photograph, there is a section at the
end of the book with information about where each
photo was taken and under what conditions.
The book I am reviewing is the first edition. The
second edition (the one for sale at present) has more
photographs, better color separation where needed,
and a few editorial corrections (it is hoped that more
of the pages will be numbered and the map will be
interpreted). With these changes, this will be a val u-
able book for tourists or others who desire a
"coffee-table" book. It is a book of captivating pho-
tographs with the amount and type of information
which is perfect for the nonscientist. Gr, for those of
us who have been to the Galápagos, the book is a
vivid and handy reminder of our experiences with the
animals. Many of these photos are the ones we wish
we could have taken. I consider the book a welcome
addition to my library of Galápagos books.
This book is available only through the authors
andnotin US bookstores [orderthrough: MarkJones,
"Calendars and Books," Isla Santa Cruz, Galápagos,
Ecuador; $22.00 plus $5.00 shipping and handling
($7.00 outside ofUSA); checks in US dollars on US
banks or equivalent in pounds sterling on UK bank].
A Spanish version is planned for the near future. Gay
Ver Steeg, Route 4, Box 205-B, PortervilIe, Cali-
fornia 93257, USA.
REVIEW: THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS: THE ESSENTIAL
HANDBOOK FOR EXPLORING, ENJOYING & UNDERSTANDING
DARWIN'S ENCHANTED ISLANDS
Authored By: Marylee Stephenson
Published 1989, 160 pages, US - $12.95.TheMountaineers,
306 2nd Avenue West, Seattle, Washington 98119, USA.
Reviewed By: Gregory C. Mayer
The Galápagos continue to attract visitors from
around the world who are interested in the rich nat-
ural and human history of the Islands. A number of
books are now available to assist them in appreciat-
ing this history and in planning theirvisits. Thenewest
of these is Marylee Stephenson's The Galapágos
Islands. The book, as indicated by its subtitle, is
specifically aimed at the visitor. It is divided into
three sections: an overview, a description of visitor
sites, and travel tips, followed by brief appendices.
